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e —— We asked some of our favorite writers:

What does your writer’s notebook look like?
How do you use it?
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| use several notebooks to capture different
creative ideas and keep myself organized. |
have a general notebook for jotting down
ideas, meeting notes, and other random items.
| keep a bullet journal to use as a calendar, for
really important notes, reading tracker, book
reviews, scrapbook, and various other things.
Then | have a notebook for daily freewriting
which helps me work out new concepts,
project ideas, and anything that's on my mind.
And last, | have project-specific notebooks
because most of my stories begin longhand.
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fve been keeping notebooks for as lon:g’;. remember, and| co

inviting my imagination in fo do whatever it likes. | have “organizational’ notebooks, %

LB ﬁm:ghfsor»dfo—dosﬂmmthenorgorizeintooihernotebookslmer.Ihoveﬁnyones .
@ thot | have on hand while fm out - for randorn observations, little notes and doodles that |
@ '™ transfer o a different notebook when 1 get home. | have notebooks for each of E

: mybookp«ojec?s;lwrﬂeolmos?o“ofmyﬁrstdroﬂsinlonghond,ﬁhelpsmeorgonize _
@ 1y thoughts, add little notes to seff, go off on fangents, experiment, etc. Sometimes the |

wr( v notebookooverdesignorﬂ\emeendsmbeingperfectforostoryideo,orsomeﬁnm ’

the cover has an imgehomcmﬂmﬁoryﬂwotkspiresmetobecrecﬁve. | do a lot of

v doodling, sometimes writing in different colors, while fm brainstorming or taking notes. T
" \write down quotes that inspire me, song lyrics, questions for myself, and story scraps |
# that pop into my head. | like to collage and doodle when 'm “stuck’; after a few
minutes of that, | relax and get back into the writing, and sometimes it gives me a new

idea! 4
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| @ topics, such as Cherokee language words to
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My notebook houses oll 1he choos my brom
cannot contain. This includes lists on varying

 include in a glossary, to-do lists made from edit
letters, my notes on what to fix in the next pass,
= character descriptions, and more. This is where |
., keep all the details that make my stories

| @ consistent. My writing takes place on my
computer, as | can type faster than | can hand-
write. Where | play, explore, and discover
characters happens in the writing itself.
Notebooks keep me organized so that | can play
_ within Iy wrmng
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| keep a journal that serves as a memory keeper.
Inside are my drawings, my thoughts and going-
ons from the day, quotes | want to remember
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friends, and other odds and ends. In this

particular page from my journal, | had been
learning more about birds for a book | was
working on.
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One of the most helpful things about my notebook is
that it doesn't "count" — which makes it a low-stress,
easy on-ramp to the writing that does. Before | focus §
@ on my work-in-progress, | open my notebook and )
# doodle or write in response to a focused prompt like
® What would it help me to understand about today's
" work? Or What feels like the next important action to
:’, take on this project? Often, the answer to this

@ question will flow right into the project I'm working
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on. So many of my notebook pages begin with a
prompt response that seamlessly shifts into the point
of view of my novel's main character.
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o @ | use the my phone as a writer's notebook to jot  TEa
| » down any and all ideas that i have. Sometimes &8
_ » | open a new doc when | think of an idea for a

R '; picture book. Other times, | jot down individual
1 _ lines or phrases I'd like to use in a future book.

» And some nights | wake up with idea after idea
= keep opening and closing my phone so | don't
: forget them.
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' My process is less one thing and more the entire toolbox. | §
] . do use a writer's notebook, but not solely a writer's )
| / . notebook and maybe not in the traditional way. | use my g
‘ notebook as a space to interview my characters, have them

write me letters and tell me secrets, draw a map of the
. , town where my story takes place, and create graphs of the
. , escalation points in the story. | use photos to capture my
characters and their pets. Index cards to follow the
/ | | p different story lines to be sure | never lose a thread as the

TR
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Sincerely,

EX y story unfolds. Emoijis to track my character’s emotional arc
Your Main Character

| A » so they are feeling all the feels. | use anything to get
unstuck (hint: Twizzlers). | use my computer when the words
are flowing. Walk my pups when | need brain space. And
dance to celebrate a great ideq, a great word, a great
writing day. With every book, what | need changes. The only

\ ‘
| Dear Elly,
|

| : - _ constant is believing in myself and my readers. '
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